
Ranch  L iv ing
W I T H  T H E A  M A R X

The West is my home; the world, my playground – even
if only in my dreams. I tried to leave the cows and hours
of fixing fence, doctoring and worrying behind for the
city, but I couldn’t do it. The lifestyle was in my bones –
the smell of freshly baled hay, the wobble of a new born
calf and the wide open spaces. “Ranch Living” is my way
of celebrating those who create for and in the West,
recognizing a lifestyle that I am passionate about. Artists
are the creative souls who capture the Western story. 

Have someone who needs some ink? Please let me know
at thea@livethewest.com. In the meantime, may harvest be
bountiful and the fall color in your part of the world exquisite.

Ranch • Living

@ From Thea’s Kitchen ^

Every fall, hunting season opens in the Rockies, and what a divine treat it is to have
low fat, tasty game in the freezer for cold winter nights. It is truly a comfort food when
the snow falls and prepared with the loving hands of a mom for her family. Thank you,
Heather Christensen, for sharing your favorite elk recipe with us. For more of her
fabulous meals, go to the Daily Dish at www.contemporarywesterndesign.com.

Elk Stroganoff
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Packing up for a week’s trip into Wyoming’s
Thorofare. Chinks by Rhonda Slack at

Western Supply, Riverton, WY

2 lbs elk steak cubed
Cooking spray
1 large yellow onion, chopped
3-4 cloves garlic, pressed
¼ C water
1 lb fresh mushrooms, cleaned & stemmed
2-10 oz cans cream of mushroom soup
3 T Worcestershire sauce
2 C sour cream or 1 C sour cream & 1 C plain yogurt
1 lb prepared pasta or rice
Salt & pepper to taste

1. Liberally spray a large skillet with vegetable spray. 
Over medium heat, sauté onion until translucent.

2. Add meat and garlic. Cook until meat is browned,
about 5 min.

3. Add water, mushroom caps, cream of mushroom soup
& Worcestershire sauce. Add salt & pepper to taste.

4. Cover, reduce heat to medium low and simmer for 
15 min.

5. Meanwhile, prepare pasta and drain. Just before
serving, add sour cream to stroganoff mixture. 
Stir thoroughly and bring to a boil.

6. Serve immediately by spooning over pasta or rice.
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Horse Crazy

They are the critters we love, depend on, cry over
and hug. Often you see a girl’s head buried in her horse’s
mane as she breathes in his comforting horse smell. It
gives her a sense of peace and takes her away from the
pressures of life, even for just a moment. Cathy Crain
knows all about being horse crazy. That is why the
graceful and charming creatures are one of her favorite
subjects. In celebration of the horse, Cathy sculpts and
glazes raku sculptures, brightly colored and full of
character like this delightful little guy she calls “Itchy.”
Doesn’t he remind you of that favorite steed, getting
right to the point of irritation in that “oh-it-feels-so-
darn-good” kind of way? Get Itchy out of her studio
and into your abode now! He’s itching to be there!
www.crainartstudio.com or 817-594-7751

Horse of Iron

Ranchers are resourceful. Baling wire, twine and occasional
raids of the kitchen cabinets can fix just about anything. We
aren’t talking about fixing here, we are talking about making art,
but the same resourcefulness applies. South Dakota rancher and
artist John Lopez grew restless sculpting with traditional
materials and started welding scrap iron and pieces and parts
together to
create the
most eye
p o p p i n g
imaginative
sculptures
one could
dream of.
From pliers,
s h o v e l s ,
c h a i n s ,
w i r e ,
wrenches and pieces of discarded farm equipment come
brilliantly textured horses, cowboys, buffalo and cattle with such
anatomical accuracy you think they just might blink. John’s vivid
and simply brilliant pieces are worthy of close inspection and
even more worthy of display for enjoyment. www.lopez-
ranch.com or 605-209-0954

Old fence posts are good
for a lot of things, just
look at this chair!

Surround yourself in Western comfort and style
in How Kola’s Cody High Style Club Chair. With
personality to spare, this beautiful piece of furniture
is constructed with reclaimed fence posts – complete
with rusty nails and burled wood. The side panels
depict mountains made from sanded half round
cedar and pine drift wood. The intricately tooled
leather, created by local leatherworker Keith Seidel,
on the side panels, arms and ottoman, adds elegance
to this rustic chair. Going beyond being simply
functional art, the rich, aged leather cushions are
stuffed with luxurious down providing a heavenly
soft lighting place for enjoying the company of
friends or a good book. 

Tim Lozier, co-owner and master craftsman, takes great pride in the tradition of hand-crafted furniture. Creating heirloom
Western furniture is what Tim and Tiffany Lozier do at How Kola. “Each piece is unique and created to express its best features.
Each piece has a story,” says Tiffany. How Kola can create a fabulous piece of the West for you. What will it be? Carved leather?
Driftwood? Molesworth? Create your own story. www.howkola.com or (307) 587-9814
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Dancin’ in the Dark

You can almost smell the sawdust and hear the
shuffling of cowboy boots to the cry of the steel guitar as
you admire this custom floor cloth by Angie Nelson of
Free Rein Studio. The neon adds atmosphere and
character to your bar or recreation room. Crank the
atmosphere by turning off the lights and dance to the
glow of your neon floor cloth in the dark.

“As a child, I drew on everything from my bed sheets
and walls in my room to tattoos on my friends, so it is
fitting that I now create my art on something functional,
as well as traditional canvases.”

Angie exercises this historical craft by building layers
of paint and sealer to create a visually textured painting
on canvas. Angie can create a custom rug depicting the
design of your choosing. She has created pet portraits and
even rugs depicting a story of a stolen horse, to name a few. Each floor cloth is made for you. For more than two decades, Angie
has designed and executed commissions and limited edition floor cloths for individuals, specialty catalogs, design firms, furniture
stores and manufacturer’s showrooms across the country, including such clients as LL Bean, Lexington Home Brands and Slifer
Design. www.freereinart.com or 336-905-0386

R
Mirror, Mirror

Mirror, Mirror on the wall, who is the fairest cowgirl of them all? “You of course!”
a definitive answer from the carefully handcrafted mirror from California artist
Stephen Bryer, who has made a name for himself creating unique mirrors that reflect
styles from art deco to ultra Western. Using hair on hide, embossed leather, stones
and exotic woods, Bryer creates mirrors that offer surprising art elements to any size,
shape or hued room. You should see the hot pink leather mirror he created for a haute
California clothing boutique! This turquoise beauty’s lines are gentle and the stone
grounding. Every stone is carefully chosen and placed by Stephen in a beautiful
arrangement that reflects a cooling shower over the Southwest in the spring. This
mirror surely has nothing but becoming things to say about you every time you peer
into its depths. Make it a part of your favorite room and never wonder who is the
fairest again. It is the one looking back at you! www.contemporarywesterndesign.com,
949-309-7250 or stevenzsevenz@gmail.com
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Cuff Me

Express your unique personality while wearing one of these stylish
silver cuffs by 2B Jewelry. They are equally fit for a night on the town or
a comfortable gathering with friends. Made from sterling silver and 14kt
gold, these bracelets are available in three finishes and are one size fits all.

Holli Brackeen created 2B Jewelry to express her artistic love of
horses, as well as her faith. She creates many custom pieces out of
precious metals and stones using iconic Western images: horseshoe
nails, spur rowels and barbed wire. Have her make a piece just for you
or choose from her pieces at www.hollibdesigns.com or 713-410-3035.
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Life is a funny thing. It
nudges you into places and
positions you for the future
without you even knowing
it. As a teenager, Patricia
Wolf made her own prom
dresses, her sewing skills
learned from her seamstress
mother. The dresses were
so unique that she soon
developed a following and
made them for others, but
fashion design was not on
her mind. As a devout
Catholic intent on being a
nun, she entered the

convent. As a nun, she attended college and worked in the
sewing department where she learned superb
tailoring skills. With a life change, she left the
convent and taught school, finding herself in
California. There she made her own clothes
and costumes. People would stop her on the
street asking where she got her clothing, and,
upon finding out she made it, asked if she
would make clothes for them. Word of mouth
led to her creating clothes for entertainers,
“Mostly rock ‘n rollers,” she says with a smile.
“It was the 70s.” 

With her moderate success in California,
she and her husband Sam – who had an art
school background – started designing and
making clothes, traveling to street fairs and art
festivals all over the western United States. For
six years, the family – by this time they had
two boys – were nomadic artisans. They traveled, lived and
worked in a delightful traveling home they converted from
a school bus and called their Prairie Schooner.

Patricia loved designing with denim and leather. Her
designs were so unique that she caught the eye of Levi
Strauss when the corporate giant was opening their women’s
division. They offered her a staff designer position. Fond of
the road and her freedoms, Patricia kindly passed on the
opportunity to continue on her own path. Not long after,
she did feel the need to settle down and the family found a
home in Smithville, Texas where her natural inclination
toward Western design took hold. 

“The Western clothing at the time was hideous. It was
polyester pants for the men, jumpsuits for the women and
square dance dresses,” says Patricia. “One look at the Dallas
Market and Sam and I thought, ‘These people need help!’”

So, she created a leather
collection trimmed with
black and white hair on
hide and set up in the
temporary booths called
the Chutes. “A line wrap -
ped around the building,
waiting to write orders,”
says Patricia of her first
foray into designing whole -
sale for the Western market. 

Patricia’s knack for
capturing Western in
stylish, sought after clothing remains today. Thirty-seven years
after their house bus and the Grateful Dead blasting through
the 8-track stereo speakers took them on the road to the art
festivals that would define their style, Patricia has made the

Patricia Wolf brand one of the most
recognizable names in Western fashion. With
awards galore and two major motion picture
costume credits to the name, she hasn’t forgotten
how they got there. Everything she does is made
in America from the fabric to the buttons; she
sources it in the USA if at all possible.

Nudged gently and unknowingly by life, as
a child, Patricia found herself drawn to the
beaded moccasins on display in the Franklin
Institute of her native Philadelphia. She
ultimately went on to make her own
moccasins, then her own clothes – with a
Western twist, and now she finds herself
immersed in Western culture interpreting it
for the public through her designs. She and
Sam still live in the same home in Smithville

that they settled into in
1976, where employees
once came to work in the
dining room for their
fledging company. Patricia
oversaw the designs while
Sam held down a dozen
odd jobs to keep their
dream alive. Now they are
one of the biggest
employers in their Texas
town with a factory right
on Main Street. Patricia
Wolf… living life and
sewing a label on her
American Dream.
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Artist Profile: Made of an American dream
One of the West’s most celebrated fashion designers, Patricia Wolf, tells her story


